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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 2361 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF, CA 

SUBJECT: CANADIAN PROGRAM FOR INDOCHINESE REFUGEES 
REF: (A) STATE 30575, (B) BANGKOK 4177 

1 . IN RECENT MEETINGS WITH CANADIAN IMMIGRATION OFFICERS HERE 
WE HAVE GOTTEN IMPRESSION THAT FULFILLMENT OF HONG KONG QUOTA 
OF FIVE FAMILIES PER MONTH UNLIKELY IN VIEW OF ANY REAL 
INCENTIVE AMONG REFUGEES HERE TO APPLY FOR CANADA.AND 
INDICATION THAT CANADIAN COMMISSION IS NOT ABOUT TO ACTIVELY 
RECRUIT CANDIDATES FOR PROGRAM. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 HONG K 02361 221025Z 


2. CANADIAN ACCEPTANCE OF NINE REFUGEES EARLIER 
THIS YEAR WAS DONE UNDER PREVIOUS PROGRAM AND THEN 
ONLY AFTER DIRECT INTERVENTION BY CONGEN AND UNHCR 
REP CARPENTER. NO REFUGEES ARE BEING CONSIDERED 
UNDER NEW PROGRAM. ONLY POSITIVE ACTION TAKEN 
THUS FAR BY COMMISSION HAS BEEN ISSUANCE OF 
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INNOCUOUS PRESS RELEASE WHICH ODDLY ENOUGH MAKES 
NO MENTION OF INCLUSION OF HONG KONG IN PROGRAM. 

3. WE WILL NEVERTHELESS CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE 
APPLICATIONS TO CANADA WHENEVER OPPORTUNITY OCCURS, 

AND ASSIST COMMISSION TO EXTENT POSSIBLE IN FINDING 
QUALIFIED CANDIDATES. WE FEEL ONGOING CANADIAN 
PROGRAM HERE, HOWEVER SMALL, WILL BE OF VALUE IN 
PUSHING INTERNATIONALIZATION WITH OTHER MISSIONS, 

AND HELP TO FREE UP SOME VERY PRECIOUS HOTEL SPACE 
AVAILABLE FOR REFUGEES. 

SHOESMITH 
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